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DRAFT DECLARATION OF

“APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE TO THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN FOR ITS CONTRIBUTION IN THE AREA OF COOPERATION THAT IT HAS PROVIDED AS PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)”

(Adopted at the first meeting of the General Committee on June 2, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


BEARING IN MIND that Resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) established the status of “permanent observer” and entrusted the task of regulating it to the Permanent Council, which determined that this status would be granted to independent states, bearing in mind “the contributions that a requesting state could make to the programs of the Organization”;


UNDERSCORING the provisions of Resolutions AG/RES. 1491 (XXVII-O/97), CP/RES. 52 (61/72), and CP/RES. 407 (573/84), which established the criteria that recognized the various ways in which permanent observers could participate in the activities and programs of the Organization;


MINDFUL of the agreement signed between Spain and the General Secretariat of the OAS on May 23, 1967 to govern their relations, and that since December 6, 1972 Spain has enjoyed the status of permanent observer, and has maintained a Permanent Mission to the OAS in unbroken service since then;


CONSIDERING the close bonds that unite the Spanish people and the peoples of the American nations and that, within the framework of the relations between Spain and the OAS, fruitful collaborative relations have been established and have enabled broad cooperation and technical assistance programs through the contribution of considerable financial resources by Spain;


CONSIDERING the desirability of recognition to those permanent observers that have been making substantial contributions to the activities of the Organization on an ongoing basis;


UNDERSCORING the interest expressed by the Government of Spain to make the Americas a preeminent partner based on a set of linkages that promote increased interconnectedness and interdependence between Spain and the member countries of the Organization; and

CONSIDERING that, among the states that enjoy the status of permanent observer, special recognition should be given to those that have a history of close and current cooperation with the Organization in its activities and programs and have demonstrated particular interest in consolidating their relations with the inter-American community,
DECLARES:


1.
To offer special appreciation to Spain for its support and contributions to the Organization, and for its crucial and significant participation in all the activities and programs pursued through the Organization and in all its member countries.


2.
To thank Spain for all the cooperation it has extended to the Organization.
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3.
To request the General Secretariat to take all the additional administrative steps that are necessary to further facilitate the contribution of Spain to the Organization’s cooperation activities and programs, in its capacity as permanent observer.
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